FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 20, 2002

SPARTANBURG, SC. Feb. 20, 2002 Advance America Cash Advance Centers, Inc. announced it has
selected Thomas Media Group to handle the company’s outdoor media account during a three month test
campaign to run in several markets throughout the U.S..

Thomas Media Group will handle all outdoor and out-of-home media buying and placement efforts as well
as all relative production and creative services for the test campaign.

"We wanted to work with an agency that had the experience and knowledge necessary to create a
successful campaign. Said Laura Fricks, Advance America s director of marketing.

"We selected Thomas Media Group because we felt they appreciate what Advance America stands for
and understand our strategic objectives. We believe this partnership will help us break through to new
markets and continue to build Advance America into a stronger and more valuable brand."

Thomas Media Group, based in Chattanooga, Tenn., will service the Advance America account from its
Chattanooga and Charlotte, NC offices.

"We are excited about the opportunity to partner with the nation’s largest check advance service," said Tom
Hager, chief executive officer of Thomas Media Group.

"There is a great deal of competition in the check advance industry. We are confident this new partnership
will help Advance America reach its goals for growth and performance."

Thomas Media Group is one of the largest independently owned out-of-home media agencies in North
America, with more than $10 million in annual billings. Advance America Cash Advance Centers, Inc. is
the nation s largest cash advance company with over 1,500 locations across the country.

For more information about Advance America Cash Advance Centers, Inc., contact Laura Fricks at
864/342-5644.
For more information about Thomas Media Group, LLC, contact Donna Walker at 423/752-3690.



